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Water Allocation – 80 percent? 

Source: DWR California Water Plan 2005 



Economic Value of  US Food Production 

Source: USDA 

“Agriculture accounts for 3% of California’s GDP” 



Food Cost Comparison 

• In the U.S. families spend 6.2% of  disposable 

income on food and non-alcoholic beverages 

• By comparison, families in 28 other high-income 

countries spend on average 10.2% 

• Dollar value per household is $3,820 per year 

• Equates to $51 billion in California 

Source: World Bank 



Agricultural Efficiency 

• Between 1967 and 2000 California farm 

production volume increased 89% 

• Applied water on a per acre basis increased 2% 

 

 

• DWR reports that between 1967 and 2007 

applied water declined 14% 

• Economic efficiency doubled 

Source: CA Water Plan, USDA 

Source: CA Water Plan 2009 



Where are we and how did we get here? 

• 1990 – AB 3616 passed by Legislature 

• 1996 – AB3616 Advisory Committee adopts MOU 
for implementing cost-effective EWMPs that 
benefit water suppliers 

• Water suppliers agree to voluntary process outlined 
in the MOU – 17 EWMPs 

• 2001 – CalFed grant funds AWMC activities 

• Ultimately, 78 ag water suppliers  

 sign MOU 

 



Water Management  

Plan Participation 

• Voluntary participation resulted in almost 60 

percent of  the irrigated agricultural acreage in 

California covered under water management 

plans.  

• Some water community interest groups felt that 

the voluntary nature of  AB 3616 MOU failed by 

not engaging all water suppliers. 

 



Legislative Intervention, cont. 

• DWR handed a very difficult task by legislature 

 

• 2009 – SBX7-7 adopted by Legislature 

– Signed into law 

• Mandatory water management planning 

– Measurement and volumetric pricing 

– 14 other EWMPs similar to AWMC MOU process 

 

 



Agriculture’s Concerns 

• Short deadline for compliance – July 31, 2012 

• Accuracy standards are different for farm-gate 

measurement versus upstream lateral 

measurement. 

• Predicted costs are very high 

• $7,570 initial cost  per farm ($24/ac) 

• $2,500/yr ongoing costs ($8/ac./yr.) 



The Future 

• Must find a way to maintain agricultural viability 

in California. 

• Policies must protect the environment in order 

to assure water supply reliability. 

• Research is vital to assure that the public and 

policy-makers have good information to make 

good decisions. 



Questions 
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