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The Real Economic Consequences
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How Could This Have Happened?

Los Angeles Department 
of Water & Power

Los Angeles Aqueduct
1913

San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission

Hetch Hetchy System
1913 - Raker Act

East Bay Municipal 
Utility District

Mokelumne River 
Aqueduct

1929

Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California  

Colorado River Aqueduct
1941 

US Bureau of 
Reclamation

Central Valley Project
1940 - 1st water delivered 

(Contra Costa Canal)

CA Department of Water 
Resources

State Water Project
1960 - Burns Porter Act

1973 - 1st water to So.Cal.

Los Angeles 
Aqueduct

Hetch 
Hetchy 
System 

Mokelumne River
Aqueduct

SWP

CVP

Colorado River
Aqueduct

William 
Mulholland



Managing Water is Managing Change

Endangered SpeciesWild & Scenic Rivers Acts1957 Plan

CVPIA



From Extraction to Sustainability

William 
Mulholland

Pardee Dam 
dedication

20th century solutions 
focused on resource 
extraction for 
utilitarian purposes.

21st century solutions 
must invest in 
sustainability for the 
environment and 
economy
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Lake Shasta
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Low conflict Infrastructure - Above Delta
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Low conflict Infrastructure - Below the Delta
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The Delta



Where California Water Policy is 
Being Made Today 



Wanger Decision in a Nutshell
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Impacts of ESA Decision Making

• 40% of supplies lost on average
• Over 50% in drought years
• Going to get worse

40% loss of conveyance capacity

Additional loss of capacity



Impacts of ESA Decision Making



Bandaids Won’t Solve the Problem



ACWA Blueprint Calls for Delta Vision

Blueprint calls for Blue Ribbon Commission
“To Think Outside the Box”



Governor Responds

Delta Vision Blue Ribbon 
Task Force



Delta Vision Strategic Plan

Cabinet Committee Review



3-legged Stool

Environmental Restoration

Water Supply Reliability

Delta As A Place



Delta Vision Strategic Plan: Six Point Plan

1. Coequal Goals

2. Dual Conveyance

3. Additional Storage

4. Local Resource Development

5. Habitat Restoration

6. All Stressors



ACWA Supports the Vision…But

Governance Water Rights

StagingFinance



Action on Water Now

Near Term Action: Restore Balance

Coequal
Goals



Action on Water Now

Modify ESA 
Implementation

Water Bank

Aggressive 
Conservation

Public Education



Action on Water Now

Long Term Action: Implement Six Point Plan



Challenges for California & Obama Administration



American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)



Action on Water Now
State Leaders Must Act

Comprehensive 
Water Bond

Governance Legislation
Conservation

Legislation

Wolk

Feuer-Huffman

Dutton-Ducheny



Call for Action on Water Now!
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